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California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)

CONTACT INFORMATION

STATE: CAL FIRE

UNIT: Lassen-Modoc-Plumas (LMU)
Attention: Scott Rosikiewicz

GRANTEE: Plumas County Fire Safe Council (PCFSC)

Attention: Sara T. Jones- RPF #2979
. ' Address: c/o PCFSC
Address: 697-345 Highway 36 PO Box 1225

Quincy, CA 95971
Phone: (530) 414-1242

Susanville, CA 96130
Phone: (530) 257-4178

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project includes mechanical and manual thinning and removal of dense, hazardous forest fuels in a rural-residential,
forestland setting, also known as a wildland urban interface (WUI) in and throughout Quincy, CA. The project encompasses 48
residential parcels, totaling 146.8 acres of treatment to reduce hazardous forest fire fuels. The predominant vegetation
composition on the planned treatment areas is Sierran mixed conifer (SMC), predominantly white fir, Douglas-fir, ponderosa
pine, sugar pine, incense-cedar, and California black oak. All 48 units are located at 3,500-3,600 ft. elevation, within the
jurisdictional confines of Quincy, the county seat of Plumas County, and are located on residentially developed-rural, timbered
lots. The American Valley is predominantly surrounded by heavy timber growth in the northern Sierra Nevada range in
Northern California. There is a significant wildfire threat to communities located within identified WUI areas. This project,
specifically, targets 0.5-13 acres of treatment units throughout 48 parcels, totaling 146.8 acres of hazardous fuels reduction
treatment. The methods to accomplish the fuels reduction goals vary from mechanical mastication on 108.4 acres, manual hand
thinning, piling, and pile burning on 29.6 acres, and solely hand thinning and chipping onsite on 8.8 acres. The primary target
for removal will be small diameter trees up to ten inches DBH, surface 10-100 hour fuels, and brush that can behave as a ladder
fuel. Readily accessible units with slopes under 35% will be mechanically masticated. The more remote and steeper terrain up
to 50% slope, but outside of riparian setbacks will be manually hand-cut, thinned, and pile burned. The final treatment for units
that are readily accessible, yet steeper than 35%, and located in the residential burn restriction area in East Quincy will be
hand-cut and the material will be brought to a chipper and the chips will be broadcasted onsite.

EXEMPTION STATUS

Categorical Exemption Type/Section: “Class 4 - §15304 Minor Alterations to the Land”
Statutory Exemption (state code section):

Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268)
Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a))
Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c))

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT

000X

Field review by Sara T. Jones - Project Lead, confirmed that no exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a Notice of
Exemption for this project. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics,
agriculture and forestland/timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas
emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise,
population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic. or to utilities and service systems. Documentation of
the environmental review completed by the Department is kept on file at CAL FIRE- LMU Headquarters, address listed above.
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